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184 -coursé. every citizen of the State
who has to make annual outlay for
text-books 18 interested in the passage
of a bill providing a uniform system
throughout the State. And as every
patron of the high and common
schools has to make this outlay, the
result is that many thousands are in-
tently watching the actions of their
representatives cn this question.

Levee matters interest those of our
people who dwell beside the mighty
Mississippi; the oyster questions, and
the matter of boundary betwixt us
and our fair neighbor, Louisiana, af-
Jfect the dwellers on the coast; the
lumber business and the turpentine
qmanufactories, with the many gques-
jtions incident, are of vital import to
!t.he great Southeast, Thus it is
throughout the State, each section
Jhaving her own special interests to
iwatch over. But the question of text-
‘books (and the contents of the text-
|books) interests every section, irre-
spective of location, and the people

.will not content themselves with any- |

thing short of the best efforts of the
two houses along this line.

Ag I wrote last week, the senate had
& long, hard fight over their bills, and
finally united on and passed an excel-
'lent ones The composition of the
commission, however, is far from
smagreeable to many of the lawmakers.
It is urged by some that the governor
lhas no real authority, but that he
would be held responsible before the
people for the actioms of the commis-
Sion. This, if the case, should be
-~remedied, and probably will be, while
-"the matter is before the house. Rep-
resentative Cowley, of Monroe coun-
lty. has offered an amendment to the
ibill which meets with much favor.
- His amendment provides: “In all fu-
ture adoptions of school books by
county boards that the prices made by
4{publishers to the counties in Missis-
igippi shall be as low as those made to
Aany State, county, or municipality in
ithe United States under similar con-
lditions.” To many, this seems the so-
Jution of what has proven a difficult
jproblem. The chief question involved
- yis that of prices, and the above seems
to remedy this difficulty, as it fixes,
_absolutely, a minimum price for all
school books to be used in the com-
mon schools and the graded schools of
Mississippi. The amendment has
:many friends who claim that it will
weure all difficulties and will preserve
0o the counties their own supreme
irights in matters educational.

"What Superintendent Whitfieild Says.

Our able superintendent, Mr. Whit-
field, was asked by the reporters to-
[day to say something for the use of
the press relative to the large appro-
priation” for public schools made by
this legislature. He was asked, at the
same time, for an estimate of the total
school funds that would be available
for the biennial period. In order that
his reply may reach the people who
i{are most concerned, it is given place
tin these columns. He said:

“The house bill passed by the sen-
mte yesterday, appropriating $1,250,-
000 from the State treasury for the
public schools, is an increasé over the
appropriation of two years ago of the
total poll tax of the State. This lat-
iter sum last year was $304,000, but be-
«<ause of the paying of poll tax for the
next two years will not affect the right
of suffrage in this State, the conse-
gquence will be that the poll tax for
the period im question will show a
- falling off. A conservative estlmate

‘of what will be recefved Trom this
souree-annuilly for the néxt two years
is $275,000, or $550,000 for the entire
period. The superintendent’'s report
just issued shows that the sum of $1,-
860,000 was expended on the common
#chools last year. The boards of su-
pervisors in twelve counties have, for
the first time, levied taxes for the ex-
tension of the school term. About
twenty counties that have heretofore
‘been levying taxes for this purpose
have increased their levy, and a num-
ber of towns have establisned separate
school districts, which will increase
the amounts pre . collectéd from
guch local sources for the schools.
The total funds available for common
schools during the present year will
approximate $2,250,000. This will, n-
_sure an average @chool term for’
State of about six months.

“The agitation for betfer schools

will be continued. ]ty for | .
better school houseg will cially’
emphasized, and better ed h-
ers. The teachers of the te will be
organized intp profes reading
‘eircles, courses: of sté 1 be out-
lined by the .der of ‘ddudﬂqn

of the u _-,*_." c _
s, Al e plans ' ln ulm
~  -above p bemmmeﬂ n
- these <=(:nlu:|um'p from" to times #nd

.' '..-n is earnestly hopedtltlt great enthi-

ing is supplied. The ' writer says:
“The common schools here are, neces-
sarily, not of a high grade, chieﬁy be-
cause they run in most instances only
four or five months in the year.
country school houses are a disgrace
to the people, and could not be util-

of warmth and sunshine.

‘away from each other—whether in dis-

.very little, to improve the. houses,

‘mor' - rock-ribbed fields

educa have prepared a number
of pl for up-to-date school ?uﬁ
‘and require that every schoo t
blulds new school house adept one
of thege p if t‘d ires to p..rt.ie-
t ipate ublic tund.
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ized anywhere else than in this land
: They are
merely hulls—and very shabby hulls,
sometimes, with rough floor and
rougher walls, and the roughest sort
of roof, minus even a pretense of
ceiling. For windows, they use holes
in the wall, which, in time of rain are
closed by drawing a shutter which is
made of a rough plank, hung on leath-
er hinges.” Just such houses as these
must our grand pioneers have built,
except that massive, well seasoned
logs were then used and, in many in-
stances, still stand, where now we use'
the hasitly sawed, unseasoned boards,
which immediately begin to draw

gust or from the laudable desire to let
the air and sunshine in to coquet with
the lads and lassies, of course we can-
not say.

The fact remains that the picture,
as drawn above, is an excellent like-
ness of mady of our rural schools—
schools, by the way, in which some of
our brightest children sit, and where,
thanks to the pure grit of the young
teachers and the simple life and clear
brain of the children, our great men
and women are getting their s in
life. Of course the children can do
nothing, and the poorly paid teacher

though in some digtricts I know it to

be & fact that the teacher has been *

e largest contributor to the erection
of a more comfortable building than
the one which they had occupied.
Once built, she continued the good
example by buying appliances and
aids to study, but in this, I regret to
say, she had 2 monopoly.

There is one thing, however, that
the children can do, and I earnestly
hope that the parents who read these
columns will encourage and discuss, in
the home circle, the subject of beauti-
fying the grounds about the school
house. It is not as though the chil-
dren had the barren wastes of the
Southwest to deal with, or the tree-
lees stretches of the Northwest.
Neither have they the granite hills,
of the North-
east. They have right at their feet
the garden spot of our beautifu] land,
and they can do so much to add to its
beauty and thus learn from" the work
much that will benefit them and
brighten their surroundings. We are
now making arrangements with a
company in Boston by which we hope
to inaugurate the systematic work of
beautifying rural school houses and
grounds in all parts of the State, of-
fering prizes, ete., for the various de-
grees of attractiveness achieved, and,
generally, rousing the children to a
sense of their great privileges and
possible pleasures.

On the subject of school houses Su-
perintendent Whitfleld has many good
things to say in that report which is
as full of good things as a nut is of
meat. Among them is this:

“It is impossible to maintain good
schools in uncomfortable houses, and
it will be impossible to have the
schools that we ought to have so long
as our houses are as uncomfortable
as they are. Our school houses should
not only be comfortable in cold and
hot weather, but in their construction
the laws of heating, ventilation and
lighting should be oObserved. Our
school houseg should not only be com-
fortable, and from a sanitary Dpeint
well constructed, but as far as possi-
ble they ought to be made attractive.
It does not cost any more to construct
a building of good architeétural fea-
tures than it does to construct an un-
sightly house containing the same ma-
terials. The educational value of a
beautiful House cannot be calculated.
Its refining influence ‘sogm. becomes
manifest in the childrena adoption of
higher ideals. :

“I think there —-sbp be a M
passed requiring tke te board of

condit

| —Shasta, the beautiful

. .that .tln m raise the |

luuly. snow-olad polk that atands
sentinel in the far north of California
mountain. But |
treatlyulvalnelndmellyulap-
preciate the work of the  country
school teacher in Mississippi,.I realize
the' need of better advantages for her,

- and join my voice in pleading t.hat

she, too, may have the privilege of a
training for her work. ~
We Need Your Holp. .

The educators who inaugurated this
plan of getting into direct and weekly
communication with the people had
no intention of monopolizing all the
time and space devoted to this cause,
Rather do they desire, and hope, to
hear from others who have the educa-
tion of our children at heart. Wheth-
er you are teacher or parent, or even
pupil, we will be glad to have your
views on any pertinent subject, and
will reproduce in these columns such
matter as we think would prove a
benefit to the public or to the cause
of education.

Incidents in Life of Turquoise King.
The turquoise king is dead. A ca-

breadth escapes, a life in which the
smile of fortune came at the most ua-
expected times and places, has been
ended, like the lives of so many others
bearing royal title, by the assassin’s
bullet.

George Simmons, the turquoise king,
was a frequent visitor to Denver dur-
ing the latter years of his life. Mr.
Simmons was murderad on October 16
at Manvel, Cal, 'an< isolated miniag
town near the Nevada line. While
getting into a wagon to drive home he
was shot and instantly killed by W.
H. Miller, a foreman whom he had dis-
charged a year or so ago.

The discovery of his mine was an
example of his keen scent for the un-
usual. Ridiag through the Crescent
mountains in the Mojave district one
day, he noticed at a little distance a
slight elevation or mound which, al-
though, perhaps, undisturbed for cen-
turies, had apparently been built by
human hands. A closer examination
of the heterogenous materials com-
posing the mouad convinced him of
its artificial character, and as it was
too large for an ordinary grave, he
determined to investigate further.
Digging down into the center of the
mound, he came upon a stone and later
complete sets of rude stone tools used
in mining by uacivilized persons, Con-
tinuing the excavation, he opened up
the workings of an ancient mine and
the deposits of turquoise whick after-
wards brought him wealth.

For years he kept the locatjon of
the mine a secret, working it in desul-
tory manaer. The property wus not
patented, and lest some wancering
prospectors should run upon it »Hy ac-
cident he built a stockade around it
and kept a man with a Winchestar on
guard night and-day. People who tried
to learn the location of his mine by
followiag him iinto the desert found
that it was a dangerous business. For
instance, there was Jim McClurg, one
of the first men wwhose acquaintance
Simmons had made in Denver. Un-
known to Simmons, MeClurg boarded
the same train with the owmer of the
mine aid followed him to Nevada.
Simmon’'s-quick eye, however, caught
a glimpse of McClurg as the later got
down from the rear end of the train
at their destination, and the Denver
man was promptly warned that a bul-

to follow Simmons to the mine.

On Simmoas’'s first visits to Denver
he used to bring with him a large
traveling grip filled with turquoises.
The stones were pale blue in color,
while those from the old mines in New
Mexico were dark blue, and at first
it was hard to find buyers for the pro-
ducts of Simmons’s mine. Now the
light blue stones are the favorites and
find a ready sale.

Failing to get enough money from
the sale of turguoises to patent the
property aad develop it, Simmons went
to London to secure capital. He put a
valuation of $700,000 on his mine and
floated it on that basis, although it

amount.—Denver Times.
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Virginia and the Butler.

She was sweet, seven and Southern.
When her family moved to New York
there were surptises in plenty for Ilit-
tle Virginia. Virginia’s meals iz the

by akinky-haired ‘“uncle” or turbaned
“auntie,” and the realm of white do-
mestics was as yet unknown .to her.
Soon after coming to New York she
-was invited to luncheon by a neighbor,

“I @@ not “that momey could be | whose  establishment was conducted
better expended than for the State tb {along smart, up-to-date lines altogeth-
make | m-momubn for  sc Ny foreign to the Ilittle, Dixie girl's |
house u me life. Now, the most imposing
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.school. houses. No T "tpp prmon #me is ported “Jeems'—a
- sholud bexmowu district except on /| ular Dt

ﬂmer‘ type,
d

"
_-:'
[

“Jnr

---------

reer of thrilling adventures and hair-.

let would stop him if he attempted:

was really worth three times thatl

old homestead had always been served
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Mrs. Elizabeth H. Thompson, of Lally-
dale, N.Y., Grand Worthy Wise Tem lar,
and Member of W C.T. U., tells how she

recovered from a serious illness by the use of

Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound.

“DEAR MRS, PINKHAM: —I am one of the many of your grateful friends
who have been cured through the use of Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable
Compound, and who can to-day thanlk you for the fine health I enjoy. When
I was thirty-five years old, 1 suffered severe backache and frequent bearing-
down pains; in fact, I had womb trouble. I was very anxious to get well,
and reading of the cures your Comipound had made, I decided to try it. I took
only six bottles, but it built me up and cured me entirely of all my troubles.

‘* My family and relatives were naturally as gratified as I was. My niece
had heart. trouble and nervous prostration, and was considered incurable.
She took your Vegetable Compound and it cured her in a short time, and she
became well and strong, and her home to her great joy and her husband’s
delight was blessed with a baby. I know of a number of others who have
been cured of different kinds of female trouble. and am satisfied that your
Compound is the best medicinefor sick women.”—Mnzs. ELizABETH H. THOMPSON,
Box 105, Lillydale, N. Y.

Thousands upon thousands of women throughout this country
are not only expressing such sentiments as the above to their
friends, but are continually writing letters of titude to Mors.
Pinkham, until she has hundreds of thousands of letters from
women in all classes of society who have been restored to health

by her advice and medicine after all other means had failed.

Here is another letter which proves conclusively that there is no
other medicine to equal Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound.
“DreAr Mrs. PINgnAM: —]1 suffered with

poor health for over seven years, not sick
enough to stay in bed, and not well enough to

i
(S

joi lifeand attend to my dailyduties proper-
grc*wing' thin, my complexion was
mllow, I was easily upset and irritable.

““One of my neighbors advised me to try
Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Com-
pound, and I procured a bottle. A great
change for the better took place within a
week, and I devided to keep up the treatment.

“Within two months I was like a changed
woman, my health good, my step light, m

eyes bright, my complexion vastly improved,
} I would not spend another year like it for a
‘all the praise to Lydia E. Pinkhamh’s Vegetable
if not forthwith th 1 Jetters and tures of
s5uuu FORFE T wom uce the origina rs signa o
GIVEN AWAY =Y THE GOVERNMENT

and I felt once more like a young girl.
Rwir)per health, and give
M. TiLrA, 407 Habersteén St., Savannah, Ga. %xd
hich will prove absolute
FARMS CHEAP
Low Sottlers lntes to Montana and Washmgton

wonder now how I ever endured the mise
T approciate my
mpound.” — Mgs.
' Mrs. Pinkham has on file thousands of such letters.
Lydh&?hkmm Co., Lynn, Mass.
FOR SAL AT LOW PRICES
nmv bmxo MARCH AND APRIL, 1904

There are thomnds of acres of rich
agricultural lands not yet under culti-
vation along the line of the

Great ‘Northern Railway

. ‘Wtiie,;to-qax for illustrated ‘bulletin,
- giving deta.iled information

O‘WI TOUI 0" FARM .

F. 1. WHI

m-mgw»m & o B

v mwu—ﬁ!hzi‘-’ F _Srewee Sds SR EneEEIEE

Pt e e S s A e 1




